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SUMMARY OF BILL:   Requires owners, other than owner-operators, of freight motor 

vehicles that are operated for commercial purposes and used in the transportation of hazardous 

materials to have at least one respirator placed within the vehicle.  Creates a Class B 

misdemeanor offense punishable only by a fine of $500. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

NOT SIGNIFICANT 

 

 Assumptions: 

 

• Any increase in expenditures related to the procurement of respirators will be borne by 

private parties. 

• It is assumed that applying the requirements to only owners other than owner-operators 

narrows the owners affected almost entirely to those operating in a company structure 

with more than one vehicle, and oftentimes numerous vehicles.   

• It is further assumed that such companies engaged in the highly-regulated industry of 

transporting hazardous materials are particularly attuned to regulation compliance, and 

have a compelling business interest sufficient to ensure such compliance.  The additional 

expense of a respirator is not estimated to be prohibitive to compliance. 

• It is unknown precisely how many Class B misdemeanor convictions may result from 

violations, but are estimated to be minimal. 

• Any increase in state or local revenue from fines is estimated to be not significant.  
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